ABSTRACT

G-IIB-252

MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO, --~(207) 1767 (area surveyed), 1902 (monument)
Strawn (formerly Oakton), Maryland/Pennsylvania

Public/private

Milestone No. ---(207), in the scattered settlement of Strawn (formerly Oakton),
approximately marks a point (presumably) on Mason and Dixon's West Line a little
over 186 miles west of the northeast cormer of Maryland, the beginning of their
230,228-mile provincial boundary, later known as the Mason-Dixon Line, famous for
it historical impact and innovative survey methods. It is a very plain dressed
marble post with a low pyramidal top, quarried and carved in Cockeysville, Maryland;
is in good condition above ground(but may have been repaired or partially removed
below ground), is firm%y.set (though skewed about 45° counterclockwise), and the
visible portion aﬁgsg?unéitered. It measures 10 inches Square by about 1% feet high
above ground; and is embellished only by the capital letter P on the north side
facing Pennsylvania, M on the south side facing Maryland, the year 1767 on the east
side (when this part of the Line was originally surveyed and marked), and 1902 on
the west side (when this new monument was added to a new site established during

the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland~Pennsylvania boundary). Although moved slightly
westward at the time of widening US 40 (sometime after 1950 and before 1981), it

is believed still on the Line, and if so, is significant on the national and state
levels as one of the thematic group series of some 248 markers stil visually
defining the West Line. Locally, as one of some 42 markers/gfgggm% %ypresent
Garrett/Somerset-Fayette county boundary, it would also then be symbolically
significant for its identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage
of these counties,
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K4 DESCRIPTION y
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FAIR UNEX betweenl§8§(

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milestone No. ---(207)/%%p§g§ig% 3£y°£a¥E§ gm%%%ngegglﬁgggg ggdsﬁfﬁgg's

West Line a little over 186 miles west of the northeast corner of Maryland,

the beginning of their 230,228-mile West Line. It is a very plain dressed
marble post with a low pyramidal top, quarried and carved in Cockeysville, MD;
is in good condition(above ground), seems firmly set; measures 10 inches square
by about 1% feet high above ground; and is embellished only by the capital
letter P on the north side facing Pennsylvania, M on the south side facing
Maryland, the year 1767 on the east side (when this part of the Line was
originally surveyed and marked), and 1902 (when this new monument was added

to a new site established during the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-
Pennsylvania boundary).

The area here is the middle of the sparse settlement of Strawn (formerly
Oakton) strung along the National Pike (US 40) now four lanes and with heavy,
fast traffic.s T ws% e as shown on the 1900-0? gggg;ve 5B %n%ér's map was
apparently in %Eegeage of the road and was moved,/when é%o #6543 was widened.
It is within Election District 5 of Garrett County, MD, and Addiston Township
of Somerset County, PA; at a point in the mowed side yard of the Mosers about
5 feet southwest of the edge of the road shoulder, agdggade eve%6 marked by
a metal post and surveyor's tape. It can be easilyaseen?¥ggm the®Pike all
seasons.

The monument, identical to 65 other monuments of 1902 set west of Side g
Hill to visually reestablish the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary, is of a white
fine-grained marble called saccharoidal dolomite or magnesian limestone; was
originally cut about 10 inches square by about u4}% feet long, intended for
setting about 1) feet high above ground, with the remaining 3 feet for setting
into the ground, thus eliminating the need for a concrete foundatiomn. The
letters and numbers are blocky, V-sunk without serifs, and are horizontally
aligned as a band around the stone near the top. These, and the top planes
%Bg ﬁggg agﬁdclear and intact; although there are large chip out of the top
/souE wes% corners, small chips along all vertical edges, and the below-ground
portion may be partially gone, for according to the 1950 field inspection
notes (Bayliff, 1959, pe 115): the "Monument (was) badly damaged, broken off
and can be easily moved. " The extent of this damage, kind of repair and.
relocation site vs. 1902 site have not yet been traced, and will have to
await Phase II of this projecty as will an explanation of why the monument
is skewed counterclockwise about 45°.

It should also be noted that there is a US Geological Survey bench mark
set about 2 feet south-southeast of the monument at grade level: TTR12GDF
(1945),

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form for descriptions of
the monuments set during the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania
boundary, and their methods for setting them)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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__INVENTION boundary surveying

SPECIFIC DATEs 1767 (area surveyed) Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon

- U KD X NE KT
1902 (monument) SURVEYQORS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
ﬁilgg%%%eA g?Ré?E%gO$§ EgEs%égfficant on the national and state levels

primarily as one of the thematic group series of some 248 markers still
visually defining Mason and Dixon's West Line, the 230.228-mile provincial
boundary later known as the Mason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical impact
and innovative survey methods. This part of the Line was surveyed and marked
in 1767, and a new site on the Line established and monumented in 1902

with a new Cqockeysville marbl ost duyrj the 0-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-

Pen i3t BTSSR LDLp oo LabE: By RO bt BbPE gl 1R0-03 Res along the sressnt

Garrett/Somerset-Fayette county boundary, No. ---(207) is also significant

symbolically for its identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War

heritage of these counties.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _L €SS than one acre

Quadrangle name: Accident (Maryland-Pennsylvania), USGS 7.5 minute series
(topographic), 1948 photorev. 1974, scale 1:24000
NOTE: monument location not shown on quadrangle; see 1290-03
Resurvey engineer's map, Plate ILXIX, and USGS bench mar
reference (approXs.):  zone 17, easting 64572, northing 439803
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/A .

[iST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE Maryland COUNTY Garrett
STATE Pennsylvania COUNTY Sonmerset
[§1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason and Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyor)

ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust/Maryland Geological Survey 7/25/81 (site surveyed)

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

14308 Mount Avenue (301) 472-2128

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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